
All Saints' Church, Lubenham: 
an Archaeological Evaluation 
by Jeannette Wells, Sally-Anne Warren 
and Richard Buckley 

Introduction 

During May and June 1989, the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit conducted a small
scale excavation at All Saints' Church, Lubenham (SP 7050 8710; illus.l). The village 
lies upon alluvium in the Welland Valley, approximately two miles (3km) west of Market 
Harborough, in south-east Leicestershire, close to the Northamptonshire border 
(illus.2). The church itself is thought to date from c.1180, when it consisted simply of a 
nave and chancel (illus.3.1). During the 170 years or so that followed, the church 
underwent a series of structural alterations entailing the construction of two arcades, the 
addition of north and south aisles, bell tower and chapels, and the enlargement of the 
chancel (illus. 3.2). The final alterations to the church were made in c.1547 (illus. 3.3). 
At that time the west end of the south aisle was demolished and the west arch blocked 
with a new wall and a window was inserted. After that time however, the church escaped 

1. All Saints' Church, Lubenham, from the south-west 
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the renovation and refurbishment commonly applied to churches in the Victorian 
period, retaining its Georgian oak box pews. More recently the nineteenth-century floor 
timbers have become in need of extensive replacement in the nave and north aisle, due 
to severe dry rot. 

To accommodate the new wooden flooring the architects stipulated that a 0.25m
deep air-space be provided beneath the new flooring, involving the removal of 
archaeological levels directly below. Hence, prior to the first replacement section of 
flooring being installed in the south-west corner of the nave, plans for an evaluation of 
that area were put in hand. The scope of the excavation was to investigate only those 
levels to be destroyed by the provision of an air-space. The floors were to be replaced in 
stages for the minimum disruption to church activities. Because of this, the excavation 
was also intended to serve as a preliminary indicator of the potential for further 
investigation once the repair work was under way. The operation was funded by the 
Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission and Leicestershire County Council, 
and conducted by Sally-Anne Warren and Jeannette Wells, on behalf of the 
Leicestershire Archaeological Unit. 

The Excavation 

The area measured approximately 5.0m by 2.0m (illus. 3) . Initially the box pews, 
wooden floors and joists were removed along with two courses of bricks. These ran 
east- west and were spaced about one metre apart to support the wooden joists. This 
exposed the uppermost archaeological levels. 

In the phasing which follows, numbers prefixed with F and C denote features and 
contexts respectively. 

2. Lubenham: location plan 

:>:) 
"===='=>Km 

D l..A.l'O ABOVE 100m 



1 
' 

A 
N 

2 

3 

LUBENHAM CHURCH EXCAVATION 3 

I 
'· l. ·-·- - J 

N. Aisle 

Nave 

N. Aisle : : N. Chaµel 

===•==•===+ == 
Nave I I Chancel 

S. Aisle 

I I 
I I 

0 
liiiiiiiiiiil 

10 
----.__. m 

II 
~ 

II 
~ 

II 
~ 

c.1180 - 1220 
walls built c.1180 
walls built c.1220 
outer facing of 
current church walls 

c.1400 
walls bu i It c.1400 
walls built a fie r 
c. 1400 

c .1547 
existing walls 
walls built in 
c.1547 

3. Lubenham church: Main structural change of the church and location of excavation 
(based on Muggleton) 



4 

Phase 1: Pre c.1180 (illus.4) 

Grave :F58 (Cl04) 
Grave fills/made-up ground: F56 (C74) 
Post-holes: F45 (C68), F47 (C91), F48 (C92), F49 (C96) 

The earliest feature identified was grave F58, orientated east-west and underlying an 
extensive depth of clay loam F56, which continued eastward below the other features of 
this phase. This layer was not fully excavated but was at least 0 .3m deep. The grave was 
disturbed at its west end. 

Cutting F56 were post holes F45, F47, F48 and F49. All were approximately 0.25m 
deep. F47, F48 and F49 were very similar, all containing substantial stone packing and 
the same yellowish brown sandy loam. F45, however, was a very angular, narrow post 
hole without packing. F56 produced one sherd of Roman pottery. 

Discussion of Phase 1 

The grave F58 is apparently cut at its west end by the foundation trench of the wall F36 
of phase 2A. The latter is thought to represent the west wall of the church of c.1180, and 
this would suggest burial activity pre-dating the first known masonry structure. 
Interpretation of the extensive spread of clay loam, F56, is rather more problematical. 
Homogeneous layers, sometimes of considerable depth, are known to be common where 
intensive burial activity has taken place over a long period of time and individual grave 
cuts can rarely be discerned. Hence, F58 and possibly F56 may be associated with a 
graveyard outside an earlier church- perhaps a timber structure. Similarly, the post
holes of this phase may indicate the presence of wooden grave-markers. 

This interpretation must, however, remain speculative. The relationship of grave F58 
with wall F36 was not certain due to later disturbance by grave F55 (phase 3B) and post 
hole F35 (phase 4B) and F56 was not excavated. Thus, F58 alone could represent 
earlier burial activity, and F56 make-up put down in advance of the construction of the 
church of c.1180. Alternatively, both F56 and F58 could post-date the construction of 
wall F36 and phase 2A, and represent intra-mural activity. These questions must remain 
unanswered in the absence of full-scale excavation. 
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4. Phases 1 and 2A: plan 
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5. Lubenham church: wall foundation F36 and cobbled spread F34 from the north 

Phase 2A: c.1180 (illus.4) 

Wall foundation: F36 (CS 1, 98) 
Cobbled surface: F34 (C46) 

At the west end of the trench was a wall foundation running north-south: F36 (illus. 5). 
It was 1.20m wide, had an exposed length of 1.40m and a minimum depth of 0.45m. 
Grave F55 (phase 3B) was not completely excavated, and therefore the section is 
incomplete (illus. 6). 

The wall was composed of limestone facing blocks approximately 0.20m- 0.30m 
across . Both facing and core were apparently bonded together with sand, although this 
may have been the remains of decayed mortar. Beneath the facings and core of this wall, 
and filling the foundation trench, was a layer of brown, sandy loam with infrequent 
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cobbles and stone. The wall foundation continued south, beneath the blocked arch 
(ClOl, phase 4A) . It was disturbed at the north end by grave F55 (Phase 3B). 

Adjacent to the west side of wall foundation F36 was F34, an area of cobbles 
0.10m-0.20m across, bonded together by thick, grey clay, with an approximate depth of 
0.40m. This feature contained Stanion/Lyveden type pottery dating from c.1100-1400. 

Discussion of Phase 2A 

Present knowledge of the structural history of the church suggests a building of c.1180 
(Muggleton n.d., 3) comprising a nave and chancel (illus. 3.1). It is likely that the wall 
F36 represents the west wall of this building, later demolished in advance of the 
construction of the south aisle. The cobbled surface, F34, may be contemporary with 
F36 and represent a drainage channel or a yard surface outside the building. However, 
the relationship of the two features is uncertain, and this interpretation must remain 
tentative. 

Phase 2B: c.1180-1300 (illus. 7) 

Mortar floor: C95 
Beaten earth floor: C65 
Miscellaneous spreads: C72, C73, C76, C81, C93, C94 
Post hole: F46 (C77) 
Stone block: F41 (Cl03) 

Above F56 was a series of mortar patches, and an area of beaten earth flooring. On the 
north side of the trench were C72 and C76: two small patches of very hard, sandy 
mortar, 0.02 to 0.03m thick, and identical in composition. C76 was cut by a post hole 
F46, which was about 0.30 deep. C72 cut C81-another shallow patch of dark, sandy 
loam containing a mixture of small stones and mortar flecks. Abutting C81 was a 
substantial patch of very hard, white mortar, C73 . Again this was about 0.03m thick, but 
very different in composition from C72 and C76. Nearer the blocked arch ClOl were 
two layers: C93, the uppermost, was a 0.05m thick mixed spread of clay, sand and loam, 

A 
N 0 

l"'~lllllljjjj-_._-~-riil.-~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~~~~~I"' 

7. Phases 2B and 3A: plan 
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overlying C94-a very crumbly, sandy, mortar layer. Protruding from below the blocked 
arch was the edge ofa substantial square stone, F41 (illus. 8.1) . 

At the east end of the site was a larger area of compacted earth: C65. Below this layer 
but left unexcavated, was an earlier spread of hard, ivory coloured mortar, C95, 
extending over the same area, and, like C65, continuing eastward into the baulk. The 
finds from this phase consisted of a sherd of Roman pottery from C8 l, and sherds of 
Stanion/Lyveden type ware dated to c.1100-1400 from C8 l, C73 and C95. 
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8. Sections: 6.1, S43; 6.2 S36 Fl9; 6.3, S38 F20; 6.4, S37 F23 

Discussion of Phase 2B. 

4 

The features of phase 2B were probably associated with intra-mural activity between 
c.1180 and 1300. The mortar spread, C95, probably represents a mortar floor, and this 
was later succeeded by a beaten earth floor, C65. The latter was made up of thin, flat 
interrelated layers ofdensely compacted loam, all of the same texture and colour. This 
suggests that successive layers of soil had been spread on the existing floor, where the 
surface had become most worn or pitted. Other patches of mortar in this phase could 
derive from heavily disturbed mortar floors, or perhaps from constructional activity. 

At the east end of the trench, the stone block F41 may represent a possible early pillar 
support pre-dating the construction of the present south arcade in c.1400+. Current 
interpretation suggests that the church was provided with a north aisle in c.1220, of 
which two columns survive; it seems possible that a south aisle was constructed at the 
same time, all trace of which has been obliterated by later building work. 
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Phase 3A: c.1400+ (illus. 7) 

Hearths: F19 (C85, 86); F20 (C71, 79, 80, 82, 83, 89); F23 (C70, 78, 84, 87, 90) 
Destruction deposits: F30 (Cl 7, C44, C45, C49) 
Stone slab: F60 

Cutting the mortar and beaten earth floors of phase 2B were three circular hearths, Fl 9, 
F20 and F23, which had apparently been used for a process involving the melting oflead 
(illus. 8 & 9). The hearths were about 0.60m in diameter, and were cut by post-holes 
F52-54 of phase 3C. Fl 9 and F20 were of similar shape and ash contents, but F23 has 
a thick clay lining and cut F20. Fl 9 contained a light, fine, grey ash deposit (C85) and 
its outer edge (C86) was a hard, scorched orange pan containing many small fragments 
of lead which clearly represented molten spillage (see below p.19). F20 contained three 
layers of fill. C82 was a thick layer of light, fine, grey ash containing a band of charcoal 
C83. The uppermost layer, C80, was fairly crumbly and light beige, as if heat-affected: 
the outer edge of the feature, C71, was identical to that ofFl 9, a hard orange outer pan 
in which were embedded very many lead fragments. 

F23 differed from the other two hearths in that it had been lined with two thick clay 
layers-the outermost layer, C87, being of pale yellow. C78 above was a bold mauve 
clay. Both layers were densely interspersed with lead fragments, firmly embedded in the 
clay. Above the lining were C84 and C90-again of very fine sand, bright in colour-and 
above them a thin layer of fine grey ash C70. In the middle of the surrounding floored 
area was a stone slab: F60 about 0.08m thick. C84 contained 1 sherd of 
Stanion/Lyveden type ware, dating from c.1100-1400. 

9. Hearths Fl 9, F20 and F23 from the east 
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Overlying wall F36 of phase 2A was a series oflayers representing its destruction, F30. 
These continued underneath the blocked arch (ClOl) (illus. 8). C49 was a thick sandy 
spread which, like C44, only extended a short way north, abutting C 17, a dense rubble 
layer composed of large limestone fragments and some granite, ranging from 
O.Olm- 0.20m across, in a light sandy loam. 

Below these layers was C45, which covered the whole of the wall F36 and was 
immediately above the intact stone . C45 was like Cl 7, except that it was of a stronger 
sand composition and contained more stone and small pebbles 5mm across. Finds from 
F30 consisted of small fragments of both clear and coloured glass; twelve fragments of 
fourteenth-century inlaid floor tile and one piece of nibbed roofing tile . 

Phase 3B: c.1400-1500 (ill us. 10) 

Mortar spreads: C53, C66, C67, C69, C88 
Post holes: F9 (Cl3, 59); Fl 1 (Cl6); Fl 7 (C21 - 23, 61); F21 (C27, 52); F25 (C33); 
F26 (C34, 58); F39 (C54, 55); F42 (C60); F43 (C63); F44 (C64) 
Stone spread: C4 l 
Stone foundations: F59 (Cl 02, C42) 
Foundation trench: F33 (Cl 9, 40) 
Grave: F55 (C47) 

At the far west end of the site features associated with the erection of the bell tower and 
the south arcade were revealed. C4 l was a stone spread connected with either the 
demolition of F36 (phase 3A) or possibly the construction of the south-west corner of 
the church. C4 l contained various pieces of granite 0.0 lm across, mortar fragments and 
occasional smaller stones and grits. 

Cutting C4 l was F33, composed of two layers, both of dark, yellowish brown sandy 
loam. Due to the 0 .25m depth constraint this feature was not fully excavated. Cutting 
F33 was post-hole F25 which was 0.15m deep. At the extreme west end of the trench 
were foundation stones F59 of both the south-west wall of the bell tower, and the south 
arcade. In between these stones was a mixed fill of mortar and sandy loam: C42. Over 
the eastern half of the trench were two extensive mortar patches C53 and C66. These 
overlay two smaller patches, both O.Ol-0.02m thick, C88 and C69, which were of 
similar orange sandy mortar, but did not relate directly to one another. C53 above was a 
sandy mortar spread laid particularly thickly in the depressions caused by the loose fills 
of underlying hearths Fl 9, F20 and F23 (phase 2B) . To the west, C53 was abutted by 
C66, a very thin hard layer of sandy loam heavily flecked with mortar. Abutting C66 to 
the south, and continuing underneath the blocked arch (ClOl) was a very orange iron
stained patch, C67. Cutting spreads C53 and C66 were nine post-holes: F9, F 11, F 17, 
F21, F26, F39, F42, F43, and F44. 

Of features 9, 17, 21 and 26, only the packing-firm grey clay loam with occasional 
stone- was excavated at this level. This was because the actual posts had remained in 
position while subsequent floors C32 and C20 (phase 3C) had been laid around them. 
Hence, the excavation of these four respective post hole fills (of light yellowish brown 
sandy loam) had already taken place from either a contemporary or later floor level. Of 
the six remaining post holes shown, depths ranged from 0.20 to 0.40m and filling layers 
were a similar light, fine, sandy loam of yellowish brown. No pattern or association could 
be perceived among any of the post-holes. 

Cutting the destruction deposits F30 (phase 3A) was a grave F55 . The fill of this was 
only partly excavated, purely for the purpose of determining whether the wall foundation 
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10. Phase 3B: plan 
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F36 (phase 2A) continued northward beneath the aisle floor (illus. 11) and also to 
provide a cross-section of the wall in its entirety, since it was to remain unexcavated. As 
soon as various disarticulated bones appeared at a depth of about l .Om the grave was 
back-filled. 

Finds from this phase were relatively few comprising bone, small stained and clear 
glass fragments and two iron nails. Tile and pottery consisted of four fragments of 
fourteenth-century inlaid floor tile. Two sherds of Stanion/Lyveden type ware dating 
from c.1100-1400, and two sherds of Stamford ware dating from c.1150-1250. 
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11. Section S44 



Phase 3C: c.1400-1500 (illus. 12) 

Floors: F32, C32, F13, C20 
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Post holes: FlO (ClS); F21 (C27); F22 (C28); F24 (C30, 62); F26 (C34); F27 (C35); 
F28 (C36); F31 (C38); F40 (C56, 57); F52 (C25); F53 (C26); F54 (C29) 
Beam slots: F7 (Cll); FIS (ClOO); F16 (C99) ; F29 (C37) 
Hearths: F8 (C12); C75 

Overlying the mortar spreads of 3A was context 32 (illus. 13). C32 overlay the whole of 
the east side of the site but did not cover the destruction deposits F30 associated with the 
first west wall F36 (phase 2A). It did extend over the alignment of wall F36 but only in 
the area above grave FSS (phase 3B). C32 was of greyish brown loam, very fine and 
compacted, ranging in thickness from O.Olm to 0 .10m. Like C65 of phase 2B, C32 
consisted in its thickest places of several interrelated thin lenses and appeared to have 
been built up in the same way, probably where the most wear took place. 

Cutting C32 in the baulk section provided by the excavation of grave FSS (phase 3B) 
was a shallow charcoal-filled feature, C75 (Fig. 8). Overlying C32 was a very thin, hard 
mortar layer, C20. This was of limited extent. In places, where the mortar was missing, 
were a dozen post-holes, all of widely differing shapes and sizes. All contained very 
similar fine, yellowish brown sandy loam and had depths ranging from 0.20m to 0.40m. 
Like the post-holes of phase 3B, there was no obvious overall association or pattern 
formed by all of those from this phase. However, F21 and F26 shared the characteristic 
of having already been in existence before the surrounding floors of this phase . In phase 
3B the packing layers of these two features had been inserted, and subsequent floor 
layers C32 and C20 laid around their posts. 

On the east side of the trench, the remaining features of this phase were three shallow 
linear features FIS, F16, F29 and the edge ofa hearth, F8 (illus. 11) . All of these cut 
C20. FIS was a probable beam-slot measuring about 0.06m deep with a very square 
profile. F16 was of the same depth, but not as wide and acutely V-shaped with a very 
sharp, angular cut through the surrounding mortar. The fill of both channels was of the 
same loose and insubstantial loam, suggesting contemporaneity. Fl 5 was cut by two 
post holes: F40 and F22. Fl 6 was cut by F52. In the middle of the trench was part of a 
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12. Phase 3C: plan 
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13. Beaten earth floor C32 from the east 

Phase 3D: c.1400-1500 (illus. 14) 

Earth spreads: F5, C8, Fl2, Cl4 
Post holes: Fl 7 (C21-23, 61); F9 (Cl 3, 59) 

similar linear feature, F29, which con
tained decayed wood. This was also 
interpreted as another probable beam
slot, though there was little of it left due 
to disturbance of this part of the trench. 

At the west end of the trench, abut
ting C20 was another mortar spread, 
C 18, which was very thin and excep
tionally hard. This was cut by a shallow 
feature, F7, containing decayed wood, 
like that of F29, again representing the 
remains of a possible beam-slot. 

Finds from this phase were various: 
one small fragment of stained glass; 
bone; a glass bead, a copper alloy finger 
ring, a piece of nibbed roof tile, 
fourteenth-century inlaid floor tile, a 
sherd of Stamford ware pottery dating 
from c.1150-1250. 

This phase marks the latest floor level, C8, a very compressed layer of fine brown loam 
overlying the mortar layer C20 of the preceding phase. Cutting C8 was Fl 7, a post-hole 
0.20m deep. Running along the south side of the trench was a thicker layer containing 
more clay, Cl4. This continued below the arch blocking (ClOl). Its relationship to C8 
was uncertain. Cutting Cl4 was F9, a very square shaped post-hole 0.26m deep. 

Finds from this phase were again various, comprising 45 fragments of window glass, 
some coloured, several iron nails, bone, and fourteenth-century inlaid floor tile. 

Discussion of Phase 3 

The destruction deposits of phase 3A (F30) probably relate to the demolition of the wall 
F36 (phase 2A) in advance of the remodelling of this part of the church after c.1400 by 
the construction of a bell tower and south arcade. This is apparently confirmed by the 
presence of worn mid fourteenth-century floor tile in F30. The relationship between the 
hearths Fl 9, F20 and F23 and the wall or its destruction deposits is uncertain. However, 
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14. Phase 3D: plan 

that the hearths post-date the construction of the first church of c.1180 is indicated by 
the presence of earlier floor levels beneath them. It would seem likely that they were in 
use during the period of building activity when wall F36 was demolished and the south 
aisle and bell tower erected. 

The typical bowl shape of these hearths suggests that they were used for casting lead, 
with the molten metal being poured into the features to form ingots, a method of 
transforming scrap lead into compact units for conveyance elsewhere. The proces·s might 
also have involved cupellation, that is the extraction of silver from lead. Whatever the 
case, it is possible that nearby slab F60 was connected with the hearths, perhaps as a 
stand for the equipment. 

F59 clearly represents part of the foundations for the bell tower and south arcade 
because of the very substantial stonework and its direct relationship with the adjacent 
wall. It is possible that F33 is the corresponding foundation trench for F59 because of its 
apparent depth and evident cut through the nearby rubble layer C4 l. The latter spread 
is either residual rubble from the demolition of the first west wall (F36 phase 2A), or 
from the subsequent construction of the south arcade and bell tower, of this phase (F59). 

Of the mortar spreads C53, C66, C67 and C69, the variations in composition make it 
likely that they were patches associated with building work for the construction of the 
church extension during this phase (F59). They were not sufficiently compacted to 
suggest floor surfaces, and seem more likely to represent the remains of mortar mixing. 
This building phase was previously dated to c.1250-1300 by Muggleton, but the 
presence of worn fourteenth-century floor tile in F33 and F30 makes a date after c.1400 
more likely. 

Further west the relationship of grave F55 to C53 and C66 is also uncertain, due to 
the disturbance of F35 (phase 4B), which obscured the eastern edge of the grave cut. 
The baulk section (Fig. 8) revealed by the partial excavation of grave F55 showed no 
sign of the resumption of wall foundation F36 northward. However, this may have been 
due to the interruption of further burials or possible robbing of the stone. The location 
of post-holes F21, F26, F9 and Fl 7 provides no indication of their function; however 
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that they must have been in use for a relatively long time is indicated by the considerable 
series of floor spreads applied around their posts. 

Other features of phase 3 have been allocated to two sub-divisions 3B and 3C because 
they have in common the floor levels of this phase. Of post-holes Fl 7, F44, Fl 1, F43, 
F42 and F39, again there was no apparent connection. Post-holes F40 and F22 of phase 
3C may have been associated with beam-slot Fl5 but of the remaining post-holes F27, 
F26, F24, F2S, F31, FlO and F26 there was no discernable pattern. The three 
remaining post-holes of phase 3C: F52, F53 and F54 share the characteristic of cutting 
through the centres of hearths Fl9, F20 and F23 of phase 3A. However, this must have 
been coincidental as there were substantial floor spreads in between. The mortar floor 
C20 appears to be very patchy as if it was applied around fixed furniture, as well as the 
posts already discussed. C20 appears also to have been applied over C32 as a very thin 
covering, though C32, the beaten earth floor below also seems to have served as an 
actual floor surface, like C65 (phase 2B) rather than merely a make-up spread for the 
overlying mortar C20. Why flooring material fluctuated from earth to mortar is unclear. 

The relationship between the floor levels and the first west wall F36 (phase 2A) is also 
uncertain, because of the disturbance of grave F55 and post hole F35 (phase 4B). The 
musicians' gallery, to which F35 relates, may also have caused further disturbance above 
wall foundation F36, since it appears to have been situated in the same alignment above 
the east edge of the wall. Similarly, in phase 3C, and all subsequent phases, it is unclear 
why the floor make-up layers extended over only the north end of the wall. That they did 
completely cover the destruction deposits F30 (of F36) originally and were later 
disturbed is possible because they had an abrupt vertical edge in that area. Like the 
earlier floors C20, C32 (phase 3C), CS covered precisely the same area of the site. One 
simple explanation could be that a previous unrecorded excavation exposed part of the 
early west wall, thus destroying the floor levels in this area of the trench. This is quite 
possible since it would be the most likely source for existing knowledge of the 
whereabouts of the first west wall of c.11 SO which appears on Muggleton's phase plans 
of the church. As with floor levels C32 and C20, there was a degree of undulation 
apparent suggesting a possible pattern of rows of seating- the lowest points reflecting 
wear and tear between the pews. However, there is no evidence of any seating 
corresponding with the floors of this phase, F2, F3, F4 and F6 having been allocated to 
phase 4C (illus. 15). 

Only a very broad date range of c.1400-1500 can be assigned to phase 3 due to a 
dearth of datable finds . 

Phase 4A: c.1547+ (illus. 15) 

Blocking of arch: F57, ClOl 

Overlying context 14 of phase 3D was a wall running east-west, constructed to block the 
arch of the west bay of the south arcade. The blocking was faced with plaster 

Phase 4B: c.1600-1625 (illus. 15) 

Post-hole : F35 (C39, 97) 

Cutting CS of phase 3D was F35, a large post-hole. This was 0 .60m deep and contained 
the remains of a timber upright and diagonal brace below the level of the floor. Finds 
consisted of a fragment of fourteenth-century inlaid floor tile, and a piece of clay pipe 
stem. 
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15. Phases 4A-C: plan 

Phase 4C: c.1812 (illus. 15) 

Decayed wood features: Fl (CS); F2 (C6); F3 (C7); F4 (C9); F6 (ClO) 
Spreads: C4 and FS l, C 1 

I 

Overlying CS of phase 3C were four shallow features set out at regular intervals: Fl, F2, 
F3, F4 and F6. All were composed of one very shallow fill of decayed wood O.Olmthick. 
At the east end of the site was a thin spread of loam, C4, continuing in the baulk. 
Overlying these features was the uppermost spread over the whole trench, C 1. This was 
a mixed spread ranging in thickness from 0.02 to 0.10m and consisted of a long-term 
build up of dust and sand. This did not continue below the blocked arch C 101. 

The features of this phase produced a large variety of finds. There was a miscellaneous 
array of small objects ranging from lead window came to pieces of clay pipe and copper 
alloy lace tags. In greater quantity was a selection of tiny animal bone, 62 iron nails, 
approximately 400 small fragments of broken window glass, some of which was 
coloured. In similar abundance were 139 small silver pins, probably shroud pins. There 
were 22 pieces of fourteenth-century inlaid floor tile, three sherds of medieval pottery, a 
sixteenth-century Nuremburg token and a medieval silver farthing. 

Discussion of Phase 4 

Phase 4 marks the period c.154 7- c.1812 because of the suggested dates of the arch 
blocking of 4A, the post-hole F35 of 4B and the wooden features of 4C . The stone 
courses of the arch blocking (C 101) were laid directly upon the earlier floor levels, which 
had previously extended into the south aisle, rather than constructed upon a new set of 
foundations. Because the blocking probably occurred at some time after 154 7 (D. 
Parsons) it has been amalgamated with post-hole F35, since there is evidence that the 
latter housed one of the posts for the musicians' gallery, installed during the early 
seventeenth-century (Muggleton n .d . 14) and removed during the nineteenth century. 
The three remaining posts are themselves still in situ further north in the church, having 
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been integrated into the construction of the Georgian box pews and their posts cut flush 
with the tops of the pews. 

The beaten earth floor, context 8, has been phased earlier than overlying features Fl, 
F2, F3, F4 and F6 because these were clearly the remains of the rotten Georgian floor 
joists dating from 1810 (Muggleton n .d., 20). 

Conclusion 

Bearing in mind the small area and depth constraint upon the excavation, the deeply 
stratified archaeological levels revealed reflect intensive activity over the past 800 years 
of the existence of the church. Furthermore, the unexcavated levels below showed 
similar signs of potential activity, perhaps relating to a hitherto undetected earlier timber 
structure with associated graveyard pre-dating the building of c.1180 . The excavation 
furnished important evidence not only of the main structural phases of the present 
church, but also indicated the presence of features associated with industrial activity, in 
particular the melting of lead. 

A small excavation such as this was only intended to evaluate the impact on the 
archaeological levels of any disturbance of the ground in connection with the 
replacement of floors. The baulk sections around the edges of the trench indicated that 
relatively deep stratification is to be expected elsewhere in the church. It has therefore 
been recommended that all future floor replacement programmes at All Saints' should 
be preceded by a full investigation of those underlying archaeological levels to be 
destroyed. This excavation has only hinted at the intensity of activity to be expected. 

All Saints', Lubenham, is perhaps exceptional in that it has not undergone extensive 
renovation and rebuilding in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries as have many other 
churches, resulting in large scale destruction of archaeological levels. If we are to 
understand full structural sequences of village churches, including the examination of 
timber phases, earlier graveyards, industrial activity and the provision of dating evidence 
independent from that of architectural historians, it is clearly a high priority that the 
archaeological levels be subjected to full controlled excavation before they are damaged 
or destroyed in any proposed alterations. 

THE FINDS (illus. 16) 

The Small Finds by Patrick Clay 

Copper Alloy 
One hundred and forty four copper alloy objects were recovered from the excavation. 
The great majority of these (139) consisted of shroud pins from phase 4C. Other items 
of post-medieval date included a strap,two buttons and two lace tags, again from phase 
4C. Of note from phase 3C (F32) is a fragment of a decorated ring or bracelet (illus. 
16.1). 

Iron 
Seventy six iron nails were recovered from the excavation. These were of three basic 
types: 
1. heavy square-headed stud nail used to stud doors ( 1 fragment from phase 3B) 
2. small square-headed nails (examples from phases 2B, 3A and 4C) 
3 . flat-headed nails (examples from phases 3B, 3D, 4B and 4C) . 
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The latter two types would have been used as coffin nails and wood impressions adhering 
to a nail were found from phase 3B. A large bolt was also recovered from phase 4C. 

Lead 
In addition to the lead working fragments (see below p.19), twelve fragments of lead 
were recovered from phases 2B, 3C, 3D and 4D). Five of these could be identified as 
window cames (phases 3D and 4D) . 

Glass 
Two medieval glass beads were found from phases 3C and 3D in green and blue glass 
respectively (ill us. 16.2 & 3) . Over four hundred fragments of window glass were 
recovered. These consisted of two types, a thick (2mm) blackened glass with faint traces 
of naturalistic foliage boarder decoration on one example (phase 3D) and a thinner 
(1mm) clear glass from phases 3B, 3D and 4C. 

The Coin and Jetton by RA Rutland 

Phase 4C, FS l (C 10) 

S.F. no. 10 
A small hammered coin. An overall copper alloy appearance, but with traces of a silvered 
surface. On size and general appearance it seems to be a farthing of the 'New Coinage' 
introduced in 1279. No legend is visible and on the reverse it seems clear that there is no 
legend. It is therefore not a regular issue, neither is it a jetton. It may, therefore, be an 
irregular issue, or token, of thirteenth- or fourteenth-century date . 

S.F. no. 1 
A standard Nuremberg jetton of the second half of the sixteenth-century. Copper alloy 
in appearance, and more specifically brass. 
Obverse: Three crowns and three lys round a rose . Legend insufficiently distinct to 
decipher, but they are frequently blundered. 
Reverse: Reichsapfel. Legend again indistinct, although it should give maker's name. 
A group of similar jettons from Southampton belonged predominantly to the second half 
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of the sixteenth-century (Dolley 1975, 324-26), although Barnard (1916, 222) 
considered that this type persisted through the seventeenth-century. 

The Roman Pottery by R J Pollard 

Two sherds were recovered: 

Phase 1, F56 (C74) Bodysherd in fine medium-grey ware, abraded (272) 
Phase 2B, C81 Bodysherd in fine sandy very pale grey ('white') fabric with silver-

grey surfaces (273) 

Neither sherd can be attributed to a type, though both are from closed forms. Neither 
can they be closely dated. The 'white/grey' ware is characteristic of lower Nene Valley 
products of the second and third centuries (Howe et al. 1980), but similar wares are 
known to have been made further upstream Oohnston 1969) and also at 
Mancetter- Hartshill (personal observation). The sherd from F56 has no distinctive 
features, and can only be given a general 'later first to fourth century' date . 

Sherd 272 is in Grey Ware 3, and 273 in Grey Ware 7, in the Leicestershire 
Archaeological Unit fabric type series. 

The Post-Roman Pottery by Deborah Sawday 

The excavation produced 25 sherds of stratified medieval pottery- fragments of 
Stamford ware with copper in the glaze, dating from c.1150-1250 were found in C53 
and C32. The remaining pottery originates from the Stanion/Lyveden kilns in north 
Northamptonshire, and dates from c. 1100. For a description of the fabrics see Woodland 
1987. 

Fabric Phase Context/Feature 

2A 2B 2B 2B 3A 3B 3C 
C46/F34 C81 C73 C95 C84 C53 C32 

Stamford ware 
2 + glaze 3 1/2 1/1 

Stanion/Lyveden 
type ware 4 1/1 1/1 1/13 1/4 1/1 1/2 

; 

Table 1: The post-Roman pottery by minimum vessel numbers and sherd numbers. 

The Medieval Floor Tile by John Lucas 

There were 53 fragments of floor tile identified, in contexts from phase 3A onwards. The 
majority were found either in F30, phase 3A or in context 1 phase 4C, otherwise they 
appeared as isolated finds. It was not possible to identify a floor from which they had 
originated. 

Except for one fragment they all represented typical fourteenth-century floor tiles, but 
unfortunately they were so worn that it was only possible to identify the nature of their 
surface decoration on two fragments . On both of these the surface has been irregularly 
smeared with pipe clay before applying a powdered lead ore glaze. The resulting product 
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was a haphazard yellow pattern on a brown background. There was no evidence to show 
if any of them had the inlaid patterns typical of fourteenth-century floor tile in 
Leicestershire. There were several examples of triangular floor tile, produced from the 
usual square tile by making a diagonal cut across the tile prior to firing, then snapping 
the tile in two after firing. There was one example of a quarter-sized triangular tile 
produced by making two diagonal cuts. The presence of triangular tiles suggests the use 
of diaper patterns in laying the floors, which necessitated the use of triangular tiles along 
the edges of the floor. 

The re-use of these tiles was indicated by the presence of concrete over the broken 
edges of the tile . Examples of this re-use was identified in the use of tile to pack a post 
(F24 phase 3C) and fourteenth-century floor tile was also identified in the walls of the 
present church. 

The kiln source of these products could be the postulated Northamptonshire kiln 
(Lucas 1981, 73). Their size, mainly around 120mm square is much smaller than the 
average Nottingham product, and the lack of the typical pale pink fabric of the north-east 
Warwickshire kilns suggests they may not originate from that source. No detailed fabric 
analysis has been undertaken. There is one fragment of floor tile which is unusually thick 
(31mm) and was straight-sided with a white fabric full of quartz. No trace of glaze was 
found on it. The slag found on it suggests it was possible laid on a slag make-up but the 
way the slag adheres to the clay fabric of the tile suggest the slag may have come into 
contact with the tile at a high temperature. There may be some connection here with the 
presence of several small hearths. 

The Lead-Melting Residues by Graham Morgan 

Phase 3A 

Hearth F23 (C78) 

1. A hemispherical furnace bottom type lump, consisting of lead metal, red and yellow 
oxides, burnt clay, red ochre and burnt yellow ochre. The lead is in thin layers, many 2-
3mm thick, and the general appearance is that of a crucible hearth showing intensive use 
with the spillage of lead metal. 

Total weight: 16.344 kg 
2. 'Lead pieces'; fragments from the above hearth, being random layers of lead, mainly 
2-3mm but up to 10mm thick, with some dross and slaggy material. Probably spills from 
a crucible. 

Total weight: 4 .110 kg 
3. Melted lead incorporating charcoal. The charcoal is about 4mm in diameter, and 
shows one season's growth. It appears to be a root, the structure suggests a tree or a 
shrub, possibly blackthorn, Prunus spinosa. The lead casting is about 6mm in diameter, 
possibly the original diameter of the root . 

Weight: 24g 
This may have been produced by molten lead running down a root-hole containing a 
dried root, charring it and producing a cast of the root hole. This may imply open 
ground or a roofless structure for a plant to grow. 

Hearth Fl 9 (C86) 

Lead droplet. Weight: 17g 
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Hearth F20 (C71) 

Cast of worm- or root-hole 3-4mm in diameter. Weight: 15g 

Phase 3B 

Post Hole F21 (C52) 

Lead droplet. 

Phase 3D 

Beaten earth floor CS 

Weight: 39g 

'Slag'; lead oxides (red and yellow), lead carbonate, charcoal fragments (oak) , burnt 
clay, vitrified fuel ash slag and glassy lead slag. This represents general furnace residues 
from lead melting. 

Weight: 140g 

The general appearance of this material is of the melting of large quantities of lead 
perhaps over a period of time, in association with the hearths of phase 3A. It could be, 
perhaps, that lead sheet or window came was put into crucibles or other melting vessels, 
and that fragments melted off directly into the fire. It is odd that so much lead was 
wasted. The material from phases 3B and 3D is probably residual. 
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